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A journfllist can ciiticiic the' 
President o£ the United States 
with certain knowledge that 
freedom of the press will be 
liable protective armor. 

A newspaperman can ass^ 
the U.S. Supreme Court, out- 
rage the rentagon, or con- 
demn the Central Int^cnce 
Agency without giving a 
thou^t to the likelihood of 
personal reprisals and as- 
saults. 

President Nixon’s press peo- 
ple may curse you for a while; 
Lyndon Johnson’s social secre- 
tary may be told to strike you 
off the list of potential White 
House invitees; a Cabinet offi- 
cer may suddenly cancel an 
appointment. 

But that is as far as it goes. 
These men know that criticism 
of public officials is vital to 
the proper function of outgov- 
ernmenL 

In this government it is only 
J. Edgar Hoover who is 
deemed beyond criticism. 

It is only when someone has 
the temerity to suggest that in 
45 years Hoover has made the 
FBI a flefdom, and that he 
ought to make way for nw 
leadership, that you can m 
sure that eunuchs will begin 
their war dance. ^ 

It is criticism of Hoover that 
sends a battalion of lackeys 
out to activate the character 
who start tzying to 
prove that anyone who spe^ 
of Hoover as less than God Is 
either a Communist, is 
**sDreading the Communist 
line,” is a^”sex pwert,” or is 
some other horrible m^ac^ 
By inspiring this kind of 
campaign the B3I thus proves 
the point of the column I wrote 
that stiiT^ the raging contro- 
versy on FBI wiretaps and 
buggings. 

That point is that when one 
man heads a powerful police- 
investigative apparato long 
cnou^ to contoder it his per- 
sonal kingdom, long enough to 
considtf himself beyond the 
T^h of the attorney gencr^ 
and the President of the Unit- 
ed States, abuses of basic con- 
stitutional liberties become in- 

^'im^diately following publi- 
cation of my column suggest- 
ing that it is time for Hoover 
logo, one of the FBFs favorite 
character assassins had taken 
the floor of the House. 

Rep. John Rarick. D-La., 
who but for tus intellectual 
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shortcomings might be the Joe 
McCarthy of this generation, 
was spewing forth allegations 
(behind the ctoak of Congres- 
sional immunity) about Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s “close 
association with . . . identified 
subversives’’ and “King’s 
close association with known 
sex perverts Bayard Rustin 
and Ralph Abernathy." 

It is the well-known FBI tac- 
tic cl feeding ti>is kind of sala- 
cious material to congressmen 
like Rarick that I was object- 
ing to in my column. 

Of course Rarick made a 
feeble effort to discredit me^ 
coming up with that mentally 
and morally bankrupt old 
charge that “Rowan has para- 
pharsed without apology the 
party line,” referring, of 
''course, to the Communist par- 
ty.- " » • * 

Even Raridt was not so stu- 
pid or irrespons&le as to try 
to tie me to the Communist 
party, so he resorted to some 
error-filled publication called 
'’Biographical Dictionary of 
the Left” to try to prove that 
the columnist wbo oared criti- ' 
ftw Hoover and the FBI is a 
leftist One of Rarick’s quotes 
from this dictionary shows 
how the logic goes: ’ 

“Throu^out his several ca* 
recars. Rowan has demonsirat- 
ed that he U a liberal and baa 
been recomiied as such by to 
peers. He nas received the Sid- 
ney Hillman Award for news 
reporting, the Contributions to 
American Democracy Award 
from Roosevelt University, the 
Golden Ruler Award from the 
Philadelphia Fellowship Com- 
mission, the LiberW Bell 
Award frtHn Howard Universi- 
ty, the Communications 
Award in human refatioos 
from the Anti-Defainatkm 
League, and the National 
BroSierbood Award from the 
National Conference ol Chris- 
tians and Jews. These tribates 
are almost invarid)ly re- 
served for thoee who aro ae- 
tively promoting leftistrUberal 
causes.^ ^ T. .V/ 7 '" 

CSee whix! How subversive 
can a n^paperman get? ' 

But Rarick found even his 
“documentation” about "Ro- 
wan the leftist” a bit confu^ 
ing. The last paragraph ol to 
quote from tte “Dictionary”- 
states: 

“One curious facet of Ro- 
wan’s work remains unex- 
plained. On radio and teic^ 
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sion and in his writings, he is 
a persistent and dedicated de- 
fender of the Central Imel- 
ligence Agency — so much so 
that it is not unreasonable to 
suspect that be is or has been 
a CIA agent.” ' ^ 

That & typical of the logic of 
the character assas.sina. 

Well, let this go “unex- 
plained” no longer. I have 
never worked for CIA, do not 
now, and have never taken a 
nickel from it directly or indi- 
rectly. When I have defended 
dA it was because I believe 
that agency does a vital job, 
and far more remnsibly than 
most Americans ^ve led 
to b^eve. 

When I have criticized the 
FBI it was because, although I 
think it does a vital job, Uis 
now doing It more irresponsi- 
bly than most Americans real- 
ize. Its repeated use of charac- 
ter is an exaipple in 

point • 

That is why I stick to my 
earlier assertion that it is time 
tor J. Edgar Hoover to go. 
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